"General Hospitals and Parish Infirmaries." by Silk, J. FredkW
497
Your correspondent very properly asks " that the serious
attention of the management should be directed," &c., to this
important question. I am happy to be able to assure him
that for many years past the most serious attention of both
the medical officers and board of governors of the hospital
has been given to this question, that all cases of infectious
disease arising in the general wards have been reported to
the medical board, and by them to the general board, with
the object of tracing the source of all such cases of infec-
tion, and of adopting the most stringent means to prevent the
introduction of such disease from without or its transference
from within.
I have no reason whatever to complain of the tone of
your correspondent’s letter as regards this question, but
surely he can hardly expect the authorities of the Children’s
Hospital to waste their time over anonymous critics in the
Manchester papers who take no pains to make themselves
acquainted with the facts of the case.
I am, Sirs, yours truly,
HENRY ASHBY.
"GENERAL HOSPITALS AND PARISH
INFIRMARIES."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I was pleased to see in your issue of Feb. 12th the ’
boldness with which Dr. Goodhart has advocated a closer
connexion between general hospitals and parochial in-
firmaries, as I believe that it is in this direction we must
look for a satisfactory and permanent solution of the diffi-
cult problems connected with hospital finance and manage-
ment. Within less than a mile of the house in which I am
writing are three large parochial infirmaries, with an aggre-
gate accommodation for not less than 1200 patients, and
probably many more; the professional staff is represented by
a total of three chief and three assistant resident medical
officers. Compare with this the three nearest general hos-
pitals, with an aggregate accommodation for 144, and a total
staff of seventeen, of whom five are resident and twelve
honorary. In neither case have I included officers whose
duties are connected with out-patient work, and to none of
the general hospitals mentioned is a school attached. It
is obvious, therefore, that in the case of the infirmaries
there must be an immense waste of clinical and patho-
logical material. Even admitting the chronic nature of the
majority of the cases treated in the infirmaries, I believe
that Dr. Goodhart will agree that many valuable lessons
are to be learnt from the study of even these, while
there can be no doubt that many cases whose ending
it would be of much interest to note, after going the
round of the general hospitals, sink into oblivion within
the walls of one or other parish infirmary. Curiously
enough, an instance of this has just come under my own
observation in the case of a man to whom I was called some
few days back ; he was suffering from some obscure cerebral
mischief, and I urgently advised his friends to take him to
the hospital, of which he was an inmate some two years
ago. He was taken, instead, to the parish infirmary, and I
have just been informed is now in articulo mortis.
I trust that the ventilation of this subject in your columns
may lead to the promulgation of some definite scheme for
bringing into touch the parochial infirmaries, the general
hospitals, and the medical schools throughout the metropolis.
I am. Sirs. vours obedientiv.
J. FBEDK. W. SILK.
BIRMINGHAM.
(From our own Correspondent.)
PROPOSED MIDLAND UNIVERSITY.
A PAPER read by the Rev. Dr. Crosskey on this subject at
a recent meeting of the Philosophical Society elicited an
animated and useful discussion. As the medical element is
largely involved in all university teaching in the present
day, a claim was put forward by Professor Haycroft, of
Mason College, for an extension of facilities for obtaining
degrees in a midland centre. It was shown, however, that
it would be impracticable and undesirable to establish a
midland university for a long time to come, and the argu-
ments against it from a financial point of view were thought
to be insuperable in the existing state of difficulty in ob-
taining the necessary funds. The arrangements for medical
teaching at the Birmingham School were pointed out as
having been vastly improved, and the association with
Mason College established a federation which afforded ex-
cellent ground for preparation to any of the examining
bodies.
THE JAFFRAY SUBURBAN HOSPITAL.
The inmates of this admirable branch of the general
hospital were lately gratified by a visit from Madame Marie
Roze, whose kindness and sympathy won golden opinions.
With characteristic geniality, she charmed them by singing
some well-known songs. She left an impression which
will long be remembered, as much by the rare vocal powers
of the gifted artiste as by the graceful and kindly manner
in which she exhibited her attention to the suffering patients
in the various wards she visited on the occasion.
INSTITUTION FOR TRAINING NURSES.
Birmingham possesses an exceptionally well-managed and
thriving institution for this purpose. The report shows that
there are ninety-four nurses, and that the transactions of
the year had been carried out with efficiency and success.
The statement of accounts at the annual meeting showed
that the total income for the year had been &pound;3225 17s., and
the total expenditure &pound;2981 5s. 5d., giving a balance of
income over expenditure of &pound;244 11s, 7d. From this sum
had to be deducted a transfer to the sinking-fund for the
provision for new premises of &pound;100, a condition of things
which must be regarded as satisfactory and promising well
for the future.
BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND COUNTIES SANATORIUM.
Another useful institution, of which the twenty-first
annual meeting was held on Feb. 24th, also showed that its
place was well maintained in the estimation of the public.
In the year 1886 as many as 1016 patients were admitted,
the weekly cost of each bed being as low as 6s. 4&frac14;d. The
absence of complaints and the gratitude of the patients were
marked features in the report, while the financial position
was shown to be sound. As a valuable aid to convalescence
this institution is well worthy of support.
Birmingham, March 2nd.
LIVERPOOL.
(From our own Correspondent.)
THE ASSIZES.
THE winter assizes for the south-west division of Lanca-
shire concluded on the 24th ult., having lasted all but three
weeks. Among other cases of medico-legal interest was
one from Southport, in which a youth of sixteen was
charged with shooting a girl. The bullet entered the
girl’s heart, and she died soon afterwards. The charge of
murder was withdrawn, and the prisoner found guilty
of manslaughter. The Oldham poisoning case, which
lasted four days, is the third case of the kind which
has been tried in this county within the last three
years. The case of the women Flannigan and Higgins, which
was the first, was a series of wholesale poisonings, the
first-named prisoner acknowledging that she had assisted
in poisoning eleven persons. The second case, that of the
woman Britland, tried in Manchester last summer, showed
that three victims had succumbed to poison administered
by her. And in this most recent case, since the prisoner was
sentenced to death for the murder of her child, a coroner’s
jury has returned a verdict of wilful murder against her,
her mother having died moro than a year ago with symptoms
of poisoning by atropia. These repeated murders have
been much commented on by the daily press, and are calcu-
lated to create a very uneasy feeling among the public. It
is to be hoped that as time advances it will be found easier
to detect the very first symptoms of poisoning, to save the
intended victims, and to bring their would-be murderers to
justice. This will impress the public more favourably
than the conviction of prisoners only after a series of
murders.
